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68. Stauronertha Aubry in Aubry & Bord (2009) 
 
Type species: Coccolithus neohelis McIntyre and Bé, 1967 
Etymology: From Stauro (Gr. cross) and nerthe (Gr. beneath) in reference to the proximal 

location of the central structure. 
Description: Placolith with a monocyclic distal shield and bicyclic proximal shield. The 

central area is lined by an outer cycle (wall) raised slightly above the crest of the 
margin. The central opening is spanned by a cross-structure aligned with the major 
and minor axes of the elliptical placolith. Located in proximal position, it does not 
rest on the wall (as in Cruciplacolithus), but on an additional elliptical cycle located 
proximally to the inner contact between the proximal and distal shields. The four 
openings delineated by the bars are filled with delicate elements that connect the bars 
to the supporting cycle. 

Differences: The central structure (additional cycle, cross-bars and filling) in Stauronertha 
is located proximally as in Eocruciplacolithus. The two genera are differentiated on the 
basis of the more protruding character of the central structure in Eocruciplacolithus 
and the occurrence of a distally prominent wall in Stauronertha. The bars of the cross-
structure are similarly constructed in the two genera. 

Species: Stauronertha neohelis (McIntyre and Bé) Aubry n. c. (=Coccolithus neohelis McIntyre 
and Bé, 1967, p. 369, fig. 1A–1D). Stauronertha tarquinius (Hay and Roth in Hay et al., 
1967) Aubry, n. c. (=Cruciplacolithus tarquinius Hay and Roth in Hay et al., 1967, p. 
446, pl. 6, fig. 8). 
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